Jerry Upton has been a retired music educator since 2023. Prior to his
retirement he was the director of choirs at Duluth East High School. Under his 24
years of direction, the Duluth East High School A'Cappella Choir and Choralaires
made several appearances at ACDA state and regional conventions. In his 35
years as a music educator, he worked as a choir director for Duluth Central High
School, Park High School-Cottage Grove, and in the Benson Public Schools.
Throughout his career, he directed numerous church choirs and community
choirs.

Jerry has been an active member of ACDA of Minnesota for 37 years. In 2008,he
was named the Choral Director of the Year by the organization. During his career,
he served as MMEA Choral Vice President, Music Representative for the Region
7AA Minnesota State High School League (3 terms), and the Northeast District
Chair (2 terms) for ACDA-MN. .

Jerry now resides in Park Rapids and can be found subbing in music for his son,
Jake, in the Nevis Public Schools, as well as spending numerous hours spoiling
his three grandchildren! He currently serves as president for ACDA-MN, and
choir representative for the MSHSL State Music Advisory Committee.



